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Takashi Yanase moved to Tokyo and worked in the publicity department of the
Mitsukoshi department store before becoming a freelance cartoonist. While
engaged in other pursuits, including winning the Shukan Asahi manga award for his
“Mr. Bo” work and creating the manga-style commercial “The King of Beer” for the
Sapporo Beer company, he struggled to make it big. He wore a number of hats in

the meantime, taking jobs that included stage production, editing magazines, and
appearing on TV. Although regarded as a man of many talents,

he long suffered as a figure of obscurity in the world of

cartoonists. His Tenohira wo Taiyo ni (Hold up your

Palm to the Sun) was a piece he created to

encourage himself at the time.
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Poem and Mdrchen magazine was another of Takashi - S
Yanase’s lifetime achievements. For 30 years, beginning : ﬁ%k)‘)[/\/ !
with the first issue, he created all cover art and handled all e

editing. Carrying on the spiritual world of Akai Tori (Red

Bird) magazine, created by Miekichi Suzuki, Takashi Yanase e -'-‘*M
devoted himself to constructing a new and lyrical world. ‘ et s
Considered an international anomaly for its format, which .
consisted mainly of works submitted by readers of the
magazine, it launched the careers of many of Japan’s
greatest professional illustrators and poets.
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In 1969, Takashi Yanase published a short story for adults that was the Fat
progenitor of Anpanman. In 1973, he published Anpanman, a children’s _'
picture book that was also used at the Froebel-Kan. Although Anpanman was [ ~
unpopular with publishers at the time, Takashi Yanase’s passion for his ‘ '2{,’.. ?
creation never waned. After continuing to draw for numerous different media, |
Anpanman finally took off during the 1980s at preschools and kindergartens. | = &
The animated Anpanman TV show began airing in 1988. ’
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Thousand and One
Nights. As thanks for
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production company)

1@ scene that g for membership, requiring only that a
cartoonist love picture books.
Takashi Yanase had published very few
picture books by this time. To say that his
- achievements as part of the association
created “famed picture book author produced Teeen : ” book artists from Japan and
Takashi Yanase” is no exaggeration. . o : n = TR N Taround the world.

cartoons. The gallery also holds
special exhibits two or three
times a year. In addition to
original drawings by Poem and
Mcdrchen artists, these exhibits
showcase the works of picture

ankensteijn,

Repository

This repository houses some 2,000 works, including
paintings by Takashi Yanase and works by artists
involved with Poem and Mdrchen. The Anpanman
face painted on the wall is a staggering 9 meters tall!
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Picking up star fruits under a star tree beneath a cerulean sky

uoy3 ob1ya|

In beautiful May the wind rustles the newly green leaves
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TAKASH
PROFILE

1919 — Bornon February 6
Completes a course in industrial design at the Tokyo Polytechnic High School
(currently Chiba University). Works at Tokyo Tanabe Pharma Corporation,
Kochi Newspaper, and Mitsukoshi department store’ s publicity department
before becoming a freelance cartoonist

1961 — Creates the lyrics for Tenohira wo Taiyo ni (music by Taku lzumi)

1966 — Yamanashi Silk Center (currently Sanrio) publishes Ai suru Uta, a collection
of poems by Takashi Yanase

1967 — Wins the Shukan Asahi-manga award for his “Mr. Bo” frame cartoon

1973 — Sanrio publishes Poem and Mdrchen magazine consisting of
poems, art, and cartoons. Becomes a monthly publication the following
year (running from 1973 to 2003). Anpanman appears in Kinder Story
Picture Book, a monthly picture book issued by Froebel-Kan

1988 — The Nippon Television Network Corporation begins
broadcasting the Anpanman TV animation

1990 — Anpanman wins the 19th grand prize of the Japan Cartoonists
Association

1991 — Receives the Order of the Sacred Treasure, Gold Rays
with Rosette

1994 — Becomes an honored citizen of Kahok
(currently Kami City), Kochi Prefecture

1995 — Anpanman wins the Ministry of Education Award for the
Japan Cartoonists Association

1996 — The Anpanman Museum of the Yanase Takashi Memorial
Hall opens

1998 — The Poem and Marchen Gallery of the Yanase Takashi Memorial
Hall opens \

2009 — Anpanman is entered into the Guinness Book of World
Records for having the most characters (1,768) in a single animated series |

2011 — Becomes an honored citizen of Kochi Prefecture

2013 — Dies on October 13 at age 94

2014 — Yanase Takashi Honoki Park, resting place of Takashi and his wife
Nobu, is completed

cho, Kami-gun
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